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Delegates carry torch of European promise from first ITEA symposium

Toulouse symposium marks important milestone for European software development

Information technology for European advancement (ITEA), the pan-European strategic research programme dedicated to strengthening software and associated engineering competencies throughout Europe, staged its first ever symposium in Toulouse earlier this month. Attended by 120 delegates from 11 member countries, the symposium formally recognised ITEA's foundation, its work and achievements to date. Delegates were welcomed to the Toulouse event by Mr. Paul Mehring, Chairman of the ITEA Board and strategist at DaimlerChrysler. 

In an opening address given by Nokia's Ilkka Lakaniemi delegates were told that the mobile information society will soon become a reality, and that ITEA has an important role to play in facilitating its development.  Mr Lakaniemi pointed to the ‘symbiotic’ co-operation in the US, between hardware and software developers, stating that such partnerships had been crucial to the birth of a 'new economy'. 

Dr. Gilles Kahn, Vice-President for Science of INRIA, spoke on the challenge of new business creation with European Software and stated that there was a huge reservoir of unexplored software technologies available in Europe. Effective transfer, however, requires professional software engineering expertise in both industry and the research sector.

Prof. Dr. Manfred Broy of the Technical University of Munich introduced strategies for strengthening European software competencies. These include integration of research, sector independent approaches of modelling, standards, architectures, management of large software systems and quality.
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Rob Schuyt, Vice President with Booz·Allen & Hamilton presented a critical view of the competitiveness of Europe's information and communication technology (ICT) industries and markets. From a global perspective, Europe is lagging at the macro level in ICT.  When advising governments on how to deal with this “crisis amidst the growth”, Mr Schuyt called for benchmarking of research policies and the creation of effective multilateral R&D funding arrangements for EUREKA, the European research organisation.

Confidence that Europe is able to innovate in embedded and distributed software independently is underpinned by an observed double-digit average annual growth rate (AGR) in Europe. The volume of the activities within the European software and systems industry, and its impact on products and services, is a reflection of this.

Delegates attending the symposium heard reports from five of ITEA's projects. Together, these projects address issues of engineering software architectures, Digital Headend design, set top box reference architecture, real time internet platform architectures, and user centred software design methodology. Fact sheets on each are available from ITEA.

The symposium was of significant importance to ITEA. " Sharing our work, and communicating our objectives is crucial to our success and at the very heart of our programme," said ITEA-Office Director, Vincent Evers. "The symposium was an important milestone in ITEA's history and in the history of European software development", he continued.
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About ITEA (www.itea-office.org)

Information Technology for European Advancement (ITEA) is dedicated to strengthening software and associated engineering competencies throughout Europe.

ITEA seeks to improve the quality of embedded and distributed software and to use it to enable greater innovation and richness of function in complex software-intensive systems.

The programme is managed at European level within the EUREKA framework for research and development. It involves greater co-operation between nations, industrialists and public research centres than any project before. 

Since July 1999, 14 ITEA backed projects have been started. With the co-operation and support of all European countries, within the EUREKA framework for research and development, Europe can lead innovation in personal electronic devices, infrastructures and associated services, as has already been seen with the global success of GSM.

ITEA’s work is being organised in projects with a typical duration of two years. Founding companies include Alcatel, Barco, Bosch, Bull, DaimlerChrysler, Italtel, Nokia, Philips Electronics, Siemens, THOMSON-CSF and THOMSON multimedia. These companies are leaders in their own core areas of automotive, telecommunications and mobile communication, consumer electronics and information technology.

With funding from 15 countries, ITEA is committed to the development of European world-class software competencies and addresses the strategic rationale for co-operation at European level in the area of software research and development.

Such development is founded on transparent software systems of which most consumers remain unaware. Mobile telephony is a good example of such a system. But software exists in embedded forms throughout our environment: in cars, aircraft, televisions and cameras, microwaves and dishwashers, to give just a few examples. 

ITEA believes that European economic growth will be accelerated substantially if European industry can become self-sufficient in software – developed to the right standards, of the right quality, of high reliability and delivered within the right time-frames. ITEA believes strongly that product and service innovation will come about more rapidly when software solutions can be developed more quickly.

As well as being concerned with standards and quality, ITEA intends to promote research that will have an impact on software reliability. While software systems need to be increasingly adaptable to local and individual needs, reliability and trust are ever more important. Security and safety will become more important issues as online transactions become normality. Reliability is crucial in an increasing number of areas such as power control, infrastructure management and healthcare, for example.
For further information about this release, please contact:


Vincent Evers, Director ITEA-Office


Tel: +31 40 247 5590, Fax: +31 40 247 5595


Email: itea@itea-office.org

(Note: this contact name is for your own personal or in-house use only. Please do not print it in your publication.)
Information Technology for European Advancement















