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Co-summit focuses on scalability and growth in software-intensive systems and services
Over 600 R&D actors and policy makers from industry, research organisations, academia and public authorities from Europe and further afield participated in the third Co-summit organised by ITEA 2, the EUREKA Cluster on software and software-intensive systems and  ARTEMIS, the Joint Undertaking (JU) on embedded software. The theme of the conference and exhibition, held in Ghent, Belgium on 26 and 27 October, was ‘Mobile and cloud power enabling massive scalability and opportunities for growth’. 
“2010 was the year of fast exploitation of project results,” said ITEA 2 Chairman Rudolf Haggenmüller. This was reflected in the three projects shortlisted for the 2010 ITEA Achievements Awards. The standard of projects finishing in 2010 was high, making the choice of three winners particularly difficult. ESNA and ParMA were joint Gold award winners, while Cam4Home was the 2010 Silver award winner. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Close collaboration between ITEA 2 and ARTEMIS has ensured a complementary approach to software and software-system research in Europe and helped develop a critical mass in an ecosystem focused on boosting competitiveness and the wellbeing of society. “We should all work together for a better electronics industry in Europe,” insisted ARTEMIS JU Director Eric Schutz. “There is one mission and two instruments to create the conditions for growth in terms of new business and new jobs,” Rudolf Haggenmüller added.
Two-day event
Day 1 of the two-day event offered an opportunity for ITEA 2 and ARTEMIS participants to see the progress made by their communities, while Day 2 provided an overview of the subjects reflecting the theme of the Co-summit. 
Matti Sihto of Tekes, the Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation, spoke first on behalf of Kari Tilli, Director, Telecommunications and Electronics Industries of Tekes. He outlined the benefits that Finland sees in European R&D cooperation in ICT. Finland is at a crossroads in ICT research in 2010 but believes strongly that participation in international research projects strengthens national cooperation. “Finland sees a need for both the bottom-up ITEA and top-down ARTEMIS approaches and is committed to funding new ITEA and ARTEMIS projects,” he said.
Day 1 provided a timely reminder of the success of ITEA, particularly with the publication of ‘12 years of ITEA: Achievements and results of the EUREKA programmes ITEA and ITEA 2’ Book. The ITEA focus for 2011 will be on ITEA 3. “We have completed the preparations for ITEA 3,” said Haggenmüller. “We now need the support of the ITEA Founding Companies and the Public Authorities to make it a reality.” This was reinforced by Vice-Chairman Philippe Letellier in his review of the achievements, current status and future of ITEA. “ITEA 3 will take us to new frontiers. ICT is important and pervasive but we are still lagging in our R&D investment in Europe. Innovation is the heart of new business.”
Day 2 reflected the theme of the Co-summit. Opening speaker Wim De Waele, Chief Executive Officer of IBBT, talked on behalf of Ingrid Lieten, Vice Minister-President of the Flemish Government and Flemish Minister for Innovation. He explained how the Flemish region is committed to open innovation focused on societal challenges with support for projects, infrastructure and nurturing entrepreneurs. “We are achieving results but not enough,” he emphasised. “It is a question of scale: we are operating at a regional level but facing global competition. The issue is not technology but the market with Europe still very fragmented.”
Keynote presentations to the Co-summit included: Markus Vehlow of PriceWaterhouseCoopers, who provided a first view of results of a study on cloud computing; Pierre Musso, Professor of Information Sciences and Communication who reflected on the changing nature and more user focus of innovation; and Pietro Perlo of Centro Ricerche Fiat on the development of electromobility and its convergence with renewable energy as the environmental answer to transport in the 21st century. Parallel sessions covered cloud computing, multicore systems and innovation processes, while a new departure was a tutorial for Belgian Master and PhD students.
2010 ITEA Achievement Awards 
The ITEA Achievement Awards reward high-level technical contributions based on real European collaboration providing significant results while promoting ITEA and its aims. 
Gold award winners were: 
· ESNA for its important role in wireless-sensor network applications. The project offers an impressive balance between advanced technological innovation – including the world’s smallest implementation of IPV6 and optimisation of radio communications between devices to reduce energy use – and a business-oriented approach to defining applications. Exploitation includes the GAIA sensor node for precision agriculture in Spain, a spin-off to target energy monitoring and management in construction and ABB’s use of sensors in process control.
· PARMA which developed advanced technologies to exploit multicore architectures for high-performance computing (HPC). Exploitation includes: the Bullx HPC platform, partly optimised in ParMA, named as the world’s best supercomputer by HPCWire; the UNITE development tool package; and RECOM simulation software already used for an automatic 3D combustion-optimisation simulator.
The silver award went to the CAM4Home project for its content-delivery framework that allows users and contents providers to deliver rich multimedia experiences. Its ‘create-once, deliver-anywhere’ approach enables access to any contents on any device through all networks. Exploitation includes: online gaming with Facebook-like updates, games ratings and new friend notifications; improved management of live webcasts; and live sports-events production with automated media asset management. 

Biggest exhibition on funded collaborative research
The Ghent event included the biggest exhibition of funded collaborative research, development and innovation projects in software-intensive systems & services and embedded systems in Europe. Exhibitors included 70 ITEA and ARTEMIS projects as well as national competitiveness clusters, Flemish projects, several EU Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) projects and EUREKA. 
Based on votes cast by participants in the Co-summit, the exhibition awards for the best and most understandable projects went to the DIY Smart Experiences project for ITEA and the SOFIA project for ARTEMIS. The DiY Smart Experiences project aims to create a sustainable marketplace for user-generated applications and services. It supports non-technically-skilled people to create and share their own smart environment involving interactive objects, devices and media. 

///
Editorial notes:
ABOUT ITEA 2
ITEA 2 (Information Technology for European Advancement) stimulates and supports innovative and pre-competitive R&D projects that will contribute research excellence to Europe’s competitive Software-Intensive Systems and Services (SiSS) sector. SiSS are a vital growth engine for Europe’s economy and a key driver of innovation in Europe’s most competitive industries – such as automotive, aerospace, communications, healthcare and consumer electronics. ITEA 2 and its predecessor ITEA have a proven track record with major achievements and results in these industries.
ITEA 2 founding partners are: Airbus, Alcatel-Lucent, Barco, Bosch, Bull, Daimler, European Federation of High Tech SMEs, Italtel, Nokia, Philips, Siemens, Technicolor, Telefonica, Telvent and Thales.  
As a EUREKA Cluster programme, our approach is intergovernmental, bottom-up and industry-driven – allowing a project idea to attract funding from all participating countries. All member countries in the EUREKA framework give financial support to ITEA 2 projects. ITEA 2 is open to partners from large industrial companies and SMEs, as well as research institutes and universities.
The current set of more than 100 projects (ITEA + ITEA 2), with more than 1000 partners from 30 countries, has established a solid basis for further development. Many of these have led to the creation of completely new products. 
Website: http://www.itea2.org/
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